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Group fi�les suit seeking
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After a nearly fi�ve-hour hearing, Collier commis-
sioners approvedplans for a secondCostco in the coun-
ty.

On Oct. 14, commissioners voted on two related pet-
itions for the project, which faced strong opposition
from neighbors.

About 60 people signed up to speak, althoughmany
ceded their time to others. Most spoke against the pro-
ject, raising traffi�c, public safety and environmental
concerns.

The chosen site in East Naples sits at the southeast
corner of Collier Boulevard and Rattlesnake Snake
Hammock Road, within the Hacienda Lakes Planned
Unit Development (PUD). It spans nearly 26 acres.

Costco asked for an insubstantial change to thePUD,
and a waiver to get around the county’s separation re-
quirements for gas stations. Separate votes were re-
quired by county commissioners on the petitions.

In both cases, the decisions were unanimous – with
the motions for approval coming from Commissioner
Chris Hall, which were swiftly seconded.

The requested changes to the PUD were needed to
allow for alternative architectural standards, diff�ering
from those required by the community and the land

Collier County green
lights second Costco

People gather during a county commission hearing on the plans for a new Costco at the Collier County
Government Center in Naples on Oct. 14.

Commissioners vote amid residents’ strong opposition
Laura Layden
Fort Myers News-Press & Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Plans for the Costco layout are seen during a county
commission hearing on the plans at the Collier
County Government Center in Naples on Oct. 14.
PHOTOS BY JONAH HINEBAUGH/NAPLES DAILY NEWS

“Why do we have to try to jam this

round peg into a square hole?

It doesn’t make sense.”
Frank Cipolla
One of the more vocal opponents of the project who lives
in the Esplanade community within Hacienda LakesSee COSTCO, Page 6A

For 2026, premiums for traditional
Medicare Part B plans will take their
largest jump in price since 2022, but
the cost of someprescriptiondrugs are
dropping.

Got that?
The annual enrollment period for

Medicare – government-supported
health benefi�ts for retirees – started
Oct. 15. There are some twists and
turns you should know about, leaving
aside the question of how long the cur-
rent federal government shutdown is
going to last. The partial stoppage in
government operations, insurance
brokers agree, should not aff�ect Medi-
care enrollment and changes.

Is your
Medicare
plan best
for you?
Annual enrollment
period started Oct. 15

Anne Geggis
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MEDICARE, Page 7A

The Florida Attorney General’s of-
fi�ce has fi�led a lawsuit against Roku,
accusing the company of unlawfully
collecting and selling the sensitive
personal information of children.

The complaint was fi�led against the
streaming giant and its Florida subsid-
iary in Collier Circuit Court, saying the
illegal activity has occurred in the
county – and across the state.

Attorney General James Uthmeier
announced the lawsuit Oct. 14, via X.

Florida AG
fi�les lawsuit
against big
streamer
Says Roku collects, sells
sensitive data of kids

Laura Layden
Fort Myers News-Press & Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See LAWSUIT, Page 7A
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WHAT’S IT WORTH?
Our Jewelry & Watches expert will be in
Naples this month evaluating property
for auction consignment. Contact us
today to schedule an appointment.
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AUCTIONS & APPRAISALS SINCE 1805

Leslie Calero | 239.643.4448
naples@hindmanauctions.com
HINDMANAUCTIONS.COM

Open enrollment, which extends to
Dec. 7, is the chance for some 66million
Medicare plan enrollees to make
changes to their current health care cov-
erage. And if the various options have
you confused about which to choose,
whether original Medicare or Medicare
Advantage, don’t hesitate to consult a
certified health insurance broker be-
cause it’s a free service for those enroll-
ing in or already signed up with Medi-
care.

What’s decided during
Medicare’s open enrollment?

During the enrollment period, you
can join, drop or switch to another
Medicare Advantage Plan (also known
as Medicare Part C) or change your
Medicare prescription coverage (Medi-
care Part D) or switch from Medicare
Advantage to the original Medicare
(Medicare Part A and Part B) that’s usu-
ally boughtwith supplemental coverage
(alsoknownasaMedigappolicy) or vice
versa.
Then, after the ball drops in Times

Square on New Year’s Eve, people in
Medicare Advantage plans can switch
to another advantage plan or back to the
original Medicare between Jan. 1 and
March 31. But switching is not an option
for people who enroll in original Medi-
care during the open enrollment period
in advance of 2026.
Medicare Advantage plans debuted

in 1997 and became the more popular
choice starting in 2024.

What do Medicare plans cost?

Medicare Part A is free to most peo-
ple if they or their spouse have been
paying Medicare taxes for at least 10
years.
For Medicare Part B, the standard

monthly premium for 2026 is jumping
to $206.50 a month from $185 a month,
although that change has not yet been
finalized.
That premium will be more costly if

your yearly income in 2024 was more
than $109,000, or more than $218,000
for a couple filing jointly. The deductible
for Medicare Part B is also projected to
increase in 2026 – enrollees must pay
thefirst $288beforebenefitskick in, ris-
ing from $257.
For Medicare Part C (Medicare Ad-

vantage that comes with prescription
drug coverage) and Part D, (prescription
coverage for those who opt for original
Medicare), the premium will vary de-
pending on which plan you choose.

Thecost is goingup for thePartBpre-
mium, according to the federal Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid, because of
increased use and medical inflation
driven by technological advances.
Part D premium costs, however, are

decreasing slightly on a national level,
but Florida is not experiencing that drop
in premiums, insurance agents say.
Some individual drug prices are drop-
ping, though.
In 2026,Medicare enrollees will ben-

efit, for thefirst time, fromdirect negoti-
ations between drug companies and the
government for 10 popular drugs that
treat conditions such as cancer, diabe-
tes, kidney failure, bloodclotprevention
and arthritis.

How does original Medicare
differ from Medicare Advantage?

When you go to a doctor, or get out-
patient treatment, beneficiaries onorig-
inalMedicare pay the first $288 inmed-
ical costs before Medicare benefits kick
in.
After the annual deductible is met,

which is increasing from 2024’s $257,
traditional Medicare benefits kick in,
paying 80% of the cost. The 20% that
the patient picks up after meeting the
deductible is known as coinsurance.
For hospitalizations, original Medi-

care enrollees will pay the first $1,716, a
$40 increase in the annual hospital de-
ductible.
A Medicare supplement, or Medigap

policy, protects enrollees in the original
Medicare plan from catastrophic health
costs and pays all or a portion of the co-
insurance costs that Part B does not
cover after another deductible is met.
The same goes for prescription drug

costs. But thatmeans paying one or two
other premiums.
For Medigap policies, the premiums

come at a monthly cost ranging from
$65 to $2,278 depending on your age,
gender, location andhealth status at the
time of purchase. Premiums for drug
plans range from nothing to hundreds

every month, depending on the plan
chosen.
Most Medicare Advantage plans in

this area require enrollees to pay the
standard Part B premium. But many
plans, which also include vision, dental
and hearing services not covered under
originalMedicare, donot have adeduct-
ible, include prescription costs and cap
out-of-pocket costs, provided the ser-
vice is provided within a network.
Enrollees in original Medicare

wouldn’t be limited to anetworkof facil-
ities and doctors – their insurance is ac-
cepted by most health care providers.

What do experts say about
original Medicare vs. Medicare
Advantage?

ArleneArkin, a certifiedhealth insur-
ance broker based in Boca Raton, says
that she’s agnostic onwhich is better for
enrollees.
“It depends on their economics, their

financial situation, if they can afford a
premium,” Arkin said, noting that few
Medicare Advantage plans in this area
charge a premium. “There’s zero premi-
um (for Medicare Advantage) … which
people really like.”
Sheadds, though, it’s becomingmore

difficult tofindadoctor in theplans’net-
works and that the extra services that
Medicare Advantage offers that original
Medicare doesn’t are contracting for the
second year in a row after years of ex-
pansion.
Philip Economou, a certified insur-

ance broker in Sarasota, agrees the ser-
vices started contracting, manifested in
fewer Medicare Advantage plans of-
fered, higher copays for specialist visits
and less commissions for brokers like
him.
“The insurers I write for all talked

about sustainability – they are con-
cerned about costs and continuing to be
a profitable company,” Economou said.
“I try to educate people on their op-

tions,” he added. “I do get people asking
what plan I am on. I tell them what
works for me may not work for them.”
The way providers are limited to a

network onMedicare Advantage is why
certified insurance agent Christopher
Turner, based in Hobe Sound, recom-
mends people gowith originalMedicare
with a supplement.
“Original Medicare with a supple-

ment is probably the best insurance in
the United States,” Turner said, noting
that almost every doctor and hospital

takes it.
It could runamarried couple $1,000a

month in total premiums they have to
pay, however.
“It’s quite a bit of money, for some-

body on a fixed income,” Turner said.
“So that’s where the Medicare Advan-
tage plans come into play. So most peo-
ple see that (no extra premium) and are
like, ‘Wow.’ ”
He counsels them from being taken

in by gym memberships, over-the-
counter medicine discounts and movie
tickets that some Medicare Advantage
plans offer to sweeten the deal, though.
“There are a lot of people that pick

the plans because they look good on pa-
per,” he said, drawing up a scenario in
which the enrollee is hospitalized and in
need of specialized care where there’s
no in-network doctor. “This is where
you get clients that say, ‘That Medicare
Advantage plan killed my friend.’ ”

Where can you get help
enrolling in Medicare?

Certified insurance brokers provide
the servicewithout a cost to the enrollee
and can be found on the state Depart-
ment of Financial Services website, li-
censeesearch.fldfs.com. Local Area
Agency of Aging offices often have
counselors who can help through the
Serving Health Insurance Needs of El-
ders (SHINE) program.
Statewide, the number to get con-

nected to these services is 800-262-
2243.
Here’s some information you should

have ready: A list of your doctors, cur-
rent drugs, chronic conditions or family
histories, annual income and budget
and other needs like vision or dental.

The PalmBeach Post series, Health in
the Golden Years, focuses on navigating
the financial and physical challenges
that arise as more people reach ad-
vanced age. Thanks to our partner and
fiscal sponsor, Journalism Funding
Partners, verified 501(c)3 nonprofit or-
ganization, tax ID #84-2968843, you
can invest in the future of this reporting
on the healthcare issues that matter
most to Floridians. Make your tax-de-
ductible donation today and support lo-
cal journalism that serves the Palm
Beach community.

AnneGeggis is the insurance reporter
at The Palm Beach Post , part of the USA
TODAY Florida Network. You can reach
her at ageggis@gannett.com. Help sup-
port our journalism. Subscribe today.
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“It’s quite a bit of money,

for somebody on a fixed

income. So that’s where

the Medicare Advantage

plans come into play. So

most people see that

(no extra premium)

and are like, ‘Wow.’ ”
Christopher Turner
Certified insurance agent based in Hobe Sound

The legal action was brought under
the Office of Parental Rights.
Jack Evans, a senior director for cor-

porate and international communica-
tions for Roku, said the company didn’t
have “any comment at the moment.”
The suit alleges the California-based

technology company has ignored “clear
indicia of the presence of children on its
platform,” and willfully disregarded its
sharing of their personal data without
obtaining parental consent in violation
of state laws.
Roku is accusedof violating theFlori-

da Digital Bill of Rights and the Florida
Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices
Act.
In a statement, Uthmeier said: “Flori-

da families deserve to know what is
happening with their children’s per-
sonal information. Parents – not tech-
nology companies – direct the upbring-
ing of their children. We will hold any
company that conceals or exploits that
information accountable.”
Rokuprovides access to a vast library

of apps for movies, TV shows, live news
and other entertainment content. Many
of its users are children.
The complaint alleges that Roku

shares children’s viewing habits, voice
recordings and other personal informa-
tion, including their location, with “in-
trusive” data brokers and advertisers –
without authorization or “meaningful
notice” to Florida families.
According to the suit, one of the data

brokers Roku sells information to is
Kochava, a company that has “con-
structed profiles of tens of millions of
children and physically tracks and dis-
closes individuals’ precise geolocation
data collected from their personal de-
vices.”
Roku is accused of misrepresenting

the effectiveness of its privacy controls
and opt-out tools.
The lawsuit states: “Roku has devel-

oped a reputation as a company that in-
vades its users’ privacy. The Mozilla
Foundation has called Roku the ‘nosy,

gossipy neighbor of connected de-
vices.’ ”
According to the suit, Roku is innear-

ly half of U.S. households and earns bil-
lions of dollars every year by collecting
data used to facilitate targeted advertis-
ing. It’s accused of “burying its head in
the sand” so it can continue profiting off
the sale of valuable information about
children.
The Attorney General’s office is ask-

ing for civil penalties and injunctive re-
lief to stop the illegal activity. Itwants to
ensure that Roku provides transparent
disclosures, implements lawful paren-
tal-control mechanisms, and stops the
unauthorized sale or processing of chil-
dren’s data.
If awarded, civil penalties could be as

high as $150,000 per violation under
Florida’s Digital Bill of Rights, and as
muchas$10,000per violationunder the
state’s Deceptive and Unfair Trade
Practices Act.
NaplesattorneyTomGrady is serving

as counsel for theAttorneyGeneral’s of-
fice.
“Roku does business throughout the

state of Florida such that the venue
would have been appropriate in any cir-
cuit,” he said.
Askedwhy the complaintwas filed in

Collier, he said its circuit court has “out-
standing judges and clerks, anda record
of moving cases along to a prompt con-
clusion.”
He added: “And yes, we have evi-

dence of Roku use in Collier County.”

Lawsuit
Continued from Page 1A

Attorney General James Uthmeier
attends the Speaker Designate
Ceremony on Oct. 9.
ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT


